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Juan Rodriguez 

On June 20, 2013, at about 11:20, Julio Mendoza and Leonid Trubman were conducting an 
inspection of a dry cleaner as part of their job duties as inspectors for the City’s Department of 
Consumer Affairs. They parked in a spot near the dry cleaner which they did not realize was 
reserved for NYPD vehicles. PO Rodriguez, in plainclothes, approached them and told them the 
parking space was reserved for police vehicles. They pointed out that they were on city business, and 
PO Rodriguez told them to move the car. There was some dispute as to how the men reacted to 
being told to move, but it was undisputed that the men moved the car to another parking space up 
the street and PO Rodriguez parked his personal vehicle in the space. 

During the twenty minutes or so in which the men inspected the dry cleaner, PO Rodriguez 
remained in his car, then entered the precinct to obtain assistance from another officer to 
approached the men. At his CCRB interview, he stated that because Mr. Mendoza had cursed at him 
when he asked them to move, and because of Mr. Mendoza’s “erratic behavior and heavy accent,” 
he worried that the men may damage his car. So when they returned, he approached their car. He 
stated that the man cursed at him, and he therefore asked him to step out of the car. He stated that 
the man had then compliantly stepped out of the car, at which point PO Rodriguez frisked him. 
(Later, at his department trial, he claimed that he only returned to Mr. Mendoza’s car because Mr. 
Mendoza was sitting in his car flailing his arms and screaming, a statement that led the 
Administrative Law Judge, Rosemarie Maldonado, to state that his testimony was “not worthy of 
belief.”) 

The CCRB substantiated allegations of an improper stop, improper force for pulling Mr. Mendoza 
from his car, and an improper frisk against PO Rodriguez. 

In addition, the CCRB found that PO Rodriguez made a false statement when he claimed that he 
did not use force against Mr. Mendoza, in part because the officer that was with PO Rodriguez at 
the time testified that PO Rodriguez pulled the man out of the car, and in part because PO 
Rodriguez’s memo book entry reads “pulled out of car, safety.” 

PO Rodriguez was tried at the APU, found guilty, and forced to forfeit ten vacation days. While the 
ALJ found that he was not credible, the false statement allegation was not separately addressed in 
her decision. 



Complainant/Victim Type Home Address

Subject Officer(s) Shield TaxID Command

1. POM Juan Rodriguez 10703 020 PCT

2. POM Michael Williams 30460 020 PCT

3. DI Brian Mcginn 00000 020 PCT

Witness Officer(s) Shield No Tax No Cmd Name

1. SGT John Oconnor 05175 020 PCT

Officer(s) Allegation Investigator Recommendation

A .  POM Juan Rodriguez Abuse of Authority: PO Juan Rodriguez stopped  
.

A .  

B .  POM Juan Rodriguez Force: PO Juan Rodriguez used physical force against  
.

B .  

C .  POM Michael Williams Force: PO Michael Williams used physical force against 
.

C .  

D .  POM Juan Rodriguez Abuse of Authority: PO Juan Rodriguez threatened to arrest 
.

D .  

E .  POM Michael Williams Abuse of Authority: PO Michael Williams frisked  
.

E .  

F .  POM Juan Rodriguez Abuse of Authority: PO Juan Rodriguez frisked  
.

F .  

G .  POM Juan Rodriguez Abuse of Authority: PO Juan Rodriguez searched  
.

G .  

H .  POM Michael Williams Abuse of Authority: PO Michael Williams threatened to 
arrest .

H .  

I .  POM Juan Rodriguez Other: PO Juan Rodriguez intentionally made a false official 
statement when he said force was not used to remove  

 from his vehicle.

I .  

 

 

Investigator: Team: CCRB Case #:  Force ¨ Discourt. ¨ U.S.

Rebecca  Ho              Team # 5                      
          

201306200  Abuse ¨ O.L. ¨ Injury

Incident Date(s) Location of Incident: Precinct: 18 Mo. SOL EO SOL

Thu, 06/20/2013  10:40 AM 20 12/20/2014 12/20/2014

Date/Time CV Reported CV Reported At: How CV Reported: Date/Time Received at CCRB

Mon, 07/08/2013  12:01 AM IAB Phone Thu, 07/11/2013   2:42 PM
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they were.   commented to PO Rodriguez that the parking sign was not visible.  His 

comment particularly angered PO Rodriguez and PO Rodriguez began to yell at    

After  parked and they , they returned 

to their vehicle to .   could not recall whether officers 

knocked on the car to get their attention before PO Rodriguez, accompanied by another officer 

(identified by the investigation as PO Michael Williams, described by  as a Black man 

with glasses, shaved bald head, 5’9” tall, in his mid-30s, and weighing 200-210 pounds) came up to 

s door, opened it, pulled  out of the car and threw his body onto the back 

of the car.   stated he immediately exited the vehicle and walked toward the rear of the 

car, where  had been led by PO Rodriguez and PO Williams.   later 
stated that when he walked to the rear of the car,  was already on the car. He did not 

witness  being brought to the back of the car or thrown onto the car.  

As PO Rodriguez and PO Williams searched  emptying the contents of his 

pockets onto the car, they informed him he was going to be arrested.  There was also a pair of 

handcuffs placed on the car.   went to take a video with his phone but PO Rodriguez 

and PO Williams informed him he had to stay away or he would also be arrested.   

walked 10 feet away and was still close enough to see what the officers were doing.  PO Rodriguez 

and PO Williams found s  and his .  PO Rodriguez and PO 

Williams did not recover anything during their search of  and informed him he would 

not be arrested.   stated that this was an intimidating circumstance that  

did not provoke.  PO Rodriguez and PO Williams had no motive to search or arrest    

 put the items that were removed back into his pockets.   told  

 that a $50 bill was missing from his wallet.  He asked  to accompany him to 

the 20th Precinct stationhouse so he could make a complaint.   saw PO Rodriguez walk 

behind the desk area as he and  waited to speak to a supervisor.  A sergeant (identified 

by the investigation as Sgt. John O’Connor, described by  as a Caucasian man with 

light brown short hair and a thick neck, wearing a light gray t-shirt, is well built, in his 40s, and 

weighing 230 pounds) spoke to   Sgt. O’Connor was apologetic and said, “Let’s 

forget about this, he made a mistake.”  As  and  exited the stationhouse, 

PO Rodriguez told  that he had nothing against him but did not like the way  

 spoke to him.  Having known  for  years,  stated that  

 would never yell at an officer and is quiet by nature.  Then, both men informed Sgt. 

O’Connor that they thought PO Rodriguez was intoxicated.   stated that Sgt. 

O’Connor explained that maybe it was PO Rodriguez’s stomach or medication he was taking that 

gave off a smell similar to alcohol.  When  was asked to explain what the sergeant 

meant, he could not clarify.    

NYPD Statements: 

Subject Officer: PO JUAN RODRIGUEZ 

PO Juan Rodriguez,  old at the time of the incident, is a Hispanic-white man, 6’1” tall, 

weighs 190 pounds, with black hair and blue eyes.  PO Juan Rodriguez worked from 9:30 a.m. to 

5:05 p.m. on June 20, 2013.  He was in plainclothes and assigned to anti-crime within the 20th 

Precinct with PO Lamount Deaderick, PO Christopher Shaw, PO Isaac Moultry, and Sgt. John 

O’Connor, working on foot.  At the time of the incident, PO Rodriguez was driving his personal 

car, a , and assisted by PO Michael Williams. 

Memo Book (encl. 9a-d) 

At 10:40 a.m., I stopped  (Hispanic male) and  (Caucasian 

male) at West 82nd Street and Columbus Avenue.  The two  

 were illegally parked.  I asked the driver to move and he complied.  The 

passenger was very aggressive, cursing and possibly intoxicated.  After they moved the car, I 
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 asked  “Is this how you talk to members in uniform? You should know the 

chain of command.  How do you talk to members of service this way?”   never 

answered PO Williams and  appeared to be very uncomfortable with the situation.  At 

this point, PO Rodriguez asked  to speak to his supervisor.   told the 

officer to call 311, and said to  “Tape this, tape this!”   never took out 

his phone to record the incident and PO Rodriguez was not aware of  taking any 

videos or pictures of the incident.  Then,  asked to speak to PO Rodriguez’s 

supervisor.  PO Rodriguez agreed to do so.  He held on to s identification as he 

handed  back his wallet and the four men walked to the 20th Precinct stationhouse.   

 At the stationhouse, Sgt. John O’Connor attempted to mediate between PO Rodriguez and 

  However, PO Rodriguez noted that  was still very irate, disruptive, and 

disorderly.   yelled at Sgt. O’Connor, accusing PO Rodriguez of misconduct.  PO 

Rodriguez wondered how  could speak to an officer in that manner, and asked him, 

“Are you intoxicated?”   retorted, “You’re intoxicated! You’re intoxicated!” 

Afterward Sgt. O’Connor mediated the situation,  walked out of the stationhouse.  PO 

Rodriguez noted that  never stated he wanted to make a complaint or anything else.  

He observed  pat his pockets as he left the precinct, turn around, and announce that he 

was missing $50.  PO Rodriguez and Sgt. O’Connor suggested he check his car and if he couldn’t 

find it to come back.   never returned to the stationhouse.  

 PO Rodriguez denied having issued a summons to  and never discussed 

arresting him.  He could not recall any handcuffs being pulled out, and if so, claimed they would 

not be his because he was in plainclothes and did not have a pair with him at the time of the 

incident.  When asked why a UF-250 was not filled out for  PO Rodriguez claimed he 

had asked his commanding officer, DI Brian McGinn, a half hour after  left the 

stationhouse, whether he needed to fill one out.  DI McGinn informed him he did not have to.  
 

Subject Officer: PO MICHAEL WILLIAMS  

PO Michael Williams,  old at the time of the incident, is a black man, 5’9” tall, weighs 178 

pounds, with black hair and brown eyes.  PO Michael Williams worked from 7:05 a.m. to 3:40 p.m. 

on June 20, 2013.  He was in uniform and assigned to sector patrol H in the 20th Precinct with PO 

Eric Murray in van . At the time of the incident, he was with PO Juan Rodriguez.  
 

Memo Book (encl. 10a-c) 

There are no entries in PO Williams’ memo book regarding this incident.  
 

CCRB Testimony (encl. 10d-f) 

On September 12, 2013, PO Michael Williams was interviewed at the CCRB. At 10:40 

a.m. on June 20, 2013, PO Williams was approached by PO Juan Rodriguez outside the 20th 

Precinct stationhouse in Manhattan and asked if he could accompany him to speak to an individual.  

With no further information provided, PO Williams agreed.  There was no further discussion about 

the nature of the incident and nothing to suggest an arrest was imminent as PO Williams followed 

PO Rodriguez across the street onto West 82nd Street, north of Columbus Avenue, to a parked 

vehicle. PO Williams stopped seven feet from the rear passenger side of the vehicle while PO 

Rodriguez approached the front passenger door.  PO Williams observed PO Rodriguez, 

unannounced, open the car door and grab  out of the vehicle by his right arm.  PO 

Rodriguez escorted  to the rear of the vehicle.  At this time, PO Williams believed the 

situation would lead to an arrest so he took out his handcuffs.  PO Rodriguez immediately turned to 

PO Williams and informed him that it was not an arrest so he returned his handcuffs to its holster.  

He did not place the handcuffs on the vehicle or threaten  with arrest.  

 On the sidewalk, standing to PO Williams’ left was   PO Williams did not 

know if  was initially inside the car and he did not notice him step out of the vehicle.  
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